Eriotheca Schott & Endl. (Bombacoideae, Malvaceae s.l.) comprises about 24 species distributed in South America. In Brazil, the genus is represented by 16 species, from northern Brazil to the state of São Paulo, which represents its southern extent. The genus is known to occur in the Atlantic rainforest, as well as Amazon forest and cerrado. Eriotheca is characterized by its small flowers that reach to 6.5 cm long and by the 18 to 170 stamens partially connate, with the free filaments that emerge from the apex of the staminal tube (Robyns, 1963; Duarte, 2010) .
Eriotheca has been historically interpreted differently in the taxonomic literature. The genus was established by Schott and Endlicher in 1832 on the basis of two species originally described within Bombax L. Schumann (1886) and van den Brink (1924) (Duarte, 2010 Robyns [1963: 125] ).
Discussion. The history of the species type of the genus Eriotheca began in 1825, when Martius and Zuccarini described Bombax parvifolium Mart. & Zucc. (Martius, 1825) . In 1826, the same authors committed an orthographic error, writing B. parviflorum instead of B. parvifolium (Martius, 1826) . In 1832, Schott and Endlicher described the genus Eriotheca, characterized by the stamens partially connate, with free filaments emerging from the apex of the staminal tube, differing from Bombax, whose stamens emerge from the apex of the staminal tube united in two androecial whorls. In the same study, the authors did not explicitly designate a type for the genus and proposed two new combinations based on the names published in 1826, transferring B. McNeill et al., 2006) , because the specimen presents the principal morphological characters to recognize Eriotheca globosa, which include the floccoseferrugineous calyx, the reddish petiolules and leaflets, and the flowers reaching only 2.5 cm in length, the smallest Eriotheca of the Amazon. Aublet's plate 281 (1775: 701) is not sufficient to recognize the species because it lacks these characters as cited above. Aside from this, the plate shows characters compatible with other species of Eriotheca such as the globose fruits and leaves with five leaflets. Even though the Maguire et al. 60097 collection is from Amazonas in Brazil, it is representative of the taxon as first described from French Guiana. Discussion. The characters utilized by Robyns (1963) to describe Eriotheca candolleana var. longipes do not fit the delimitation of E. candolleana. The latter taxon was distinguished by its number of leaflets, number of nectaries on the receptacle, color of nerves, as well as pedicel lengths. However, both taxa are distinctive and the differences are sufficient to consider the variety as a species. The leaflets number three to five in E. longipes (vs. five to nine in E. candolleana), the nectaries are one to three (vs. five to seven), blade nerves are brown (vs. ferrugineous), and pedicels are longer, 2.5-7 cm (vs. 0.2-4 cm). Eriotheca longipes may also be recognized by the lower number of stamens (70 to 80) and the denser inflorescence, with five to 12 flowers per cyme. This differs from E. candolleana, which presents 100 to 120 stamens and one to five flowers per cyme.
Eriotheca longipes
The two species may be distinguished by their distribution. Eriotheca longipes is known to occur only in the states of Minas Gerais and Bahia in Brazil, while E. candolleana is broadly distributed across the states of central Brazil (Goiás, Mato Grosso, Mato Grosso do Sul, and Distrito Federal), the southern region (Minas Gerais, São Paulo, and Espiríto Santo), and also in the municipality of Alcobaça in Bahia.
Representative specimens examined. BRAZIL. Bahia: Vitória da Conquista, rod. Conquista/Barra do Choça, T. S.
